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BURNABY SOLD PEAT AND TOOK CONSTRUCTION FILL TO PAY FOR COURSE AND CLUBHOUSE

New Riverway clubhouse is a hole-in-one

It’s been a project almost two decades in

the making, but when the doors opened
t Riverway Golf Course’s new club-
house this month, golfers and gourmets
alike marvelled at the finished product.

The main dining room seats more than
200, while the main patic can accommo-
date another 100 and a separate side patio
has space for another 20-plus people.

The kitchen is equipped with all the
newest equipment, including four different
fridges/freezers, and would be the envy
of every haute-cuisine restaurant in the
Lower Mainland.

For the golfer
though, the
delights and con-
veniences will be
varied and abun-
dant.

With the club-
house situated on
the site of a former
putting green over-
looking the first
tee, the 18th green and a beautiful lake, not
only will the views be spectacular, but the
opportunities for gentle and not-so-gentle
chiding will be present.

The course, open since 1993, has an
interesting history that goes back to the
mid-1980s.
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Open for business: The new clubhouse at Riverway opened in late-April with a VIP party hosted by Mayor Derek Corrigan.
The clubhouse has been in the works for more than 20 years and sits on the site of an old putting green that overlooks the First
tee and the 18th green. This is the view of the front of the clubhouse.

The land upon which Riverway sits was
a nutrient-rich peat bog and the city began
selling off chunks of that fuel.

Making the economics even better
was that large construction projects at
Metrotown and on the old Expo ‘86 site
meant developers had lots of fill and few
Places to put it.

The city capitalized by taking that con-
struction fill to replace the peat taken out
and began plans to put a championship
golf course on the site just east of Byrne
Road and south of Marine Way.

One of the councillors during that time
is current Burnaby Mayor Derek Corrigan.

“One of the most interesting things
to us as a council was we could build a
golf course for virtually no public money
because we could sell the peat and accept
the fill and this would generate money
for the city,” said Corrigan. “This was an
opporhunity too good to pass up, a tremen-
dous opportunity to get a championship
golf course at literally no cost to the tax-
payer.”

In 1988, when trucks started taking the
peat out and putting the fill in, renowned
golf course architect Les Furber started
putting his innovative stamp on the
course.

“1 don’t think anybocly had ever done
anything like this before,” said Furber
from the Canmore, Alberta offices of GDS
Golf Design Services. “It really was inno-
vative to sell the peat and backfill it with

construction waste.”

For Furber, putting a championship
course on what was a flat piece of land,
with few large trees, would prove to be a
challenge he relished.

“We had to add some definition to the
land,” said Furber.

To do that, Furber built up berms
throughout the course which not only
defined fairways, they acted as noise buf-
fers from the high-speed traffic going by
on Marine Way.

Furber said that watching the land and

the course develop during the next eight
years was very rewarding, simply because
he knew how much work had been put
into the project.

“Lthink by the end, there were about 8
million cubic metres either trucked in or
trucked out,” he said. “It truly was a mas-
sive undertaking.”

Furber is particularly proud of the 523-
yard finishing 18th, which he designed
with a future clubhouse in mind.

“ Absolutely, we wanted that hole to
play right toward where the clubhouse
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Watering hole: Server Katica Vunic gets ready to go to work at the outdoor patio

overlooking the Riverway Golf Course’s final hole.
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was supposed to go,” said Furber. “The

way that site was set up, that was whére
people were coming into the course and
how they would leave too.”

Furber said what he remembers most
about the Riverway project was how pro-
gressive the city was in moving forward.

“It was such a dynamic process,” he
said. “To do this without any example to
follow was really interesting.”

If Furber thought building the golf
course was interesting, then he’d be cap-
tivated by the story of the building of the
Riverway clubhouse.

David O'Connor is Burnaby’s assistant
director of golf operations and he said he
had a clear mandate when it came to the
Riverway clubhouse.

“] was told to build lots of flexibility
into the clubhouse,” he said. “The club-
house had to service golfers, it had to be
able to host receptions and banquets, and
it had to utilize the patio space.”

The clubhouse was always scheduled
to be part of the second phase of the
Riverway project, but as the 1990s turned
into the 2000s, the clubhouse took a back-
burner to other, more pressing civic proj-
ects. - :

In 2004, the project was put in the
hands of the company that helped design
Westwood Plateau’s signature clubhouse.

Graham D. Fligg, principal of Merrick
Architecture - Borowski Sakumoto Fligg
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Last week's question

YES 83%

This week's question

of the federal election?

Do you think Canada should ban
products using dog and cat fur?
NO 17%

Are you happy with the outcome

Vote at: www.burnabynow.com
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